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Two qualification reports produced: 

 

Å Practical guidance on compliance of national 
qualifications with international qualification 
standards of international sport federations 

Å Report on the state of play concerning the 
inclusion of sport qualifications in NQFs with 
a reference to EQF 



Challenges 
 



From the report Practical guidance on compliance of national qualifications with international 
qualification standards of international sport federations (2016) 

 

The following four important challenges can be drawn out 
from this assessment and contextualisation of the market.  

  

There is a need to: 

Åguarantee the transparency, comparability and quality of 
sporting qualifications  

Å  create the conditions to validate and recognise the 
acquired competencies  

Å  help organisations and individuals to be more professional 
in their approach.  

Å to make sure that there is a good match between the 
training and the needs of employers / public bodies and 
end users  

 



From the Report on the state of play concerning the inclusion of sport qualifications 
in NQFs with a reference to EQF (2017) 

the NQF / EQF landscape across the EU remains disconnected.  This 
is to be expected due to the specific nature of the sport and 
education systems in each Member State 

 

On 22 May 2017 the Council adopted the Recommendation that 
prohibits international qualifications from having a direct 
relationship to the EQF. 

 

¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǿ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ ΨǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƻŦ 
voluntary procedures on the levelling of international qualifications 
through national qualification frameworks or systems and 
information exchange and consultation between Member States 
ƻƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴŎȅΩ 



 
 
Blueprint for the development of 
sport coaching qualifications at 
the European level 
 
 

Opportunities 



It seems appropriate that organisations which design qualifications 
and/ or their providers of training use a reference tool for their 
level of qualification.  

 

This tool should be based on a clear model using the appropriate 
language and common standard terms.  

 

Aligned to this it is recommended that: 

 

ω ¢ƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƻƭ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ Cedefop 

ω 9/±9¢ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŀƭ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
tool, as this contains the professional content of qualifications 

ω ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ 9/¢{ ǘƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ 
from and to university education from Higher Level Qualifications 

 

From the report Practical guidance on compliance of national qualifications with 
international qualification standards of international sport federations (2016) 



From the report Practical guidance on compliance of national qualifications with 
international qualification standards of international sport federations (2016) 

A reference tool would enable clarity, 
comprehension, transparency of training and 
qualifications across Member States.  
 
Allows the comparison of knowledge, aptitude, 
competencies and qualifications.  
 
This would equally benefit the training courses and 
learners as it would allow for an appropriate 
method of training. 
 
This step would also allow a move towards the 
assurance of global coherence in this areas.   
 



From the Report on the state of play concerning the inclusion of sport qualifications in 
NQFs with a reference to EQF (2017) 

 

Gather the evidence of sports qualifications through a systematic 
and consistent data collection process.  

 

It should highlight the impact sports qualifications have in these 
areas such as economic benefits, volunteering, good governance 
and employability.  

 

Two examples where sports qualifications can add value were 
featured in:  

Å Recommendations on the contribution of sport to the 
employability of young people, including young professional 
sportsmen and women, and the creation of jobs in the sport 
and sport-related labour market 

Å Grassroots Sport - Shaping Europe.  



From the Report on the state of play concerning the inclusion of sport qualifications 
in NQFs with a reference to EQF (2017) 

 

Promote the benefits of national, international and 
member state sports federations working 
collaboratively 

 

This would reinforce the benefits of sports persons 
being trained, qualified and employed in a 
collaborative manner and should align with 
recommendations in the EU Expert Group 

 

 

 



From the Report on the state of play concerning the inclusion of sport qualifications 
in NQFs with a reference to EQF (2017) 

 

Promote the benefits of engaging wider stakeholders, such 
as the National Contact Points (recommendation for EQF), 
policy makers and relevant national authorities, sector skills 
councils, education institutes and social partners when 
developing qualifications 

 

Recognise the value of informal and non-formal learning 
and training (as defined by CEDEFOP).  This should be done 
through the adoption of systems that can accredit and 
validate these experiences and are recognised across 
Member States and their sports organisations. 

 



 
 

Project CoachLearn 
9ƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ /ƻŀŎƘŜǎΩ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅ ϧ 

Employment within the context of a 
European Sport Coaching Framework 



 

The Framework aims to 
be a flexible, yet 

recognised, reference 
point across the Union 
for the development of 

coach education 
programmes and 
coaching systems 



 
 
ά{ǇƻǊǘ and society, in particular social inclusion, the role of coaches, education 
in and through sport, sport and health, sport and environment and sport and 
media, as well as sport diplomacy.έ 

ά9ȄǇŜǊǘ Groups and clusters meetings should be organised, when appropriate, 
by the Commission in the policy areas which were inter alia dealt with 
extensively by the previous and current Work Plans for Sport.έ 

άǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ the recognition of skills and competences in ǎǇƻǊǘέ 

 

Role of Coaches: 

Å Council and its preparatory bodies - Role of coaches in society 

Å Conference - Role, status and responsibility of coaches in society 

Education in and through sport: 

Conference - Physical activity, sport and ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜΩǎ dual career with the focus on 
university and education  

Expert Group - Skills and human resources development in sport 

EU Work Plan for Sport 2017-2020 



 
 Further long-term collaboration between Member States could 
provide standardisation of the size of similar sports qualifications 
at each level.   

It would enhance the mobility of the workforce by smoothing the 
equivalency of qualifications across the nations and sports 
federations, and allowing for recognised prior learning to be 
integrated. 

 

Mechanisms should be developed to share information more 
regularly, and in more detail, to support a collaborative approach 
both on national and EU level.  

 

The Europe Strategy 202010 outlines the many benefits that sport 
can provide such as tackling health and obesity and creating 
social inclusion. From this we can state that sports qualifications 
have a similar role to play.  

Blueprint for the future of Sports Coaching 
Qualifications at the European Level 



 
 
National sport federations should continue to include 
coaching qualifications on NQF and reference EQF. 
 

Europe-wide core sports coaching content should be 
agreed by national and international sport federations to 
ensure standardisation of coach knowledge and 
competencies. 
 

As it is sports coaching specific, the European Sports 
Coaching Framework should be used as a reference point  
for all national and international coaching qualifications. 
 

Adopting the European Sports Coaching Framework will 
enhance RPL and recognition of equivalent qualifications 

 

Blueprint for the future of Sports Coaching 
Qualifications at the European Level 






