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Statement on Russia's war on Ukraine and international sport 

 

We, as Ministers and equivalent senior representatives for sport of our like-minded 
countries, have noted the recommended conditions of participation for individual neutral 
athletes and support personnel with a Russian or Belarusian passport in international sports 
competitions, and the accompanying press statement, published by the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) on 28 March 2023. We maintain that the Russian state, which has 
broken the Olympic Truce twice, must not be allowed to use sport to legitimise its barbaric 
and unprovoked invasion of Ukraine, nor should the Belarusian state be able to use sport to 
legitimise its complicity in Russia's war of aggression. 
 
On the IOC recommendations, we are clear that while some aspects of the strong concerns 
we raised in our collective statement of 21 February 2023 have been addressed by the IOC, 
there are substantial issues remaining, not least around military connections of athletes, 
state funding, the definition of what constitutes teams, and on enforcement mechanisms.  
 
We underline again that our position is not one of discrimination against individuals on the 
basis of their passport, and we respect the rights of all athletes to be treated without any 
discrimination in accordance with the Olympic Charter. We are focused on fair sporting 
competition as well as on ensuring that Russian and Belarusian athletes are in no way 
appearing as representatives of their states, as the IOC is also seeking to ensure through its 
recommendations.  
 
While fully respecting the autonomy of sporting organisations, we will closely watch the 
implementation of the recommendations by the IOC and international sports federations over 
the coming weeks. If these issues are not addressed we would expect the IOC to reconsider 
its approach. 
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