In 2008, the Council for Ethnic Minorities under the Minister of Culture was revived after an adjournment of five years. The task for the Council for Ethnic Minorities is to advise the Minister of Culture in subject matters of the cultural life of ethnic minorities in Estonia. The members of the Council meet with the Minister of Culture every three months to discuss current problems and exchange opinions apropos of cultural policy in whole.
The Council for Ethnic Minorities consists of 17 heads of cultural societies with minority backgrounds:

         Liidia Kylvart (The International Association of National Cultural Societies “Lyra”)
         Yuri Poljakov (Association of Russian cultural societies in Estonia)
         Hanon Barbaner (Russian Academic Society)
         Sergei Ivanov (Russian Museum of Estonia)
         Toivo Kabanen (The Estonian Ingerian-Finnish Union),
         Vladimir Jurjary (Georgian Culture Society “Iberia”) 
         Timur Seifullin (Estonian Union of National Minorities)
          Aleksandr Dusman (Ida-Virumaa Integration Centre)
          Igor Ermakov (Cultural Centre “Lindakivi”)
         Marina Tee (Russkij Dom)
         Aleksandr Iljin (Russian Culture Centre)
         Roman Ljagu (Association of Russian Cultural Societies „Ruthenia“)
          Olga Bunder (Club of Russian Romance)
         Vira Konyk (Congress of Estonian Ukrainians)
         Pavel Varunin (Estonian Old–Believers Culture and Development Society)
         ,Iraida Zahharova (Chuvash Culture Society),
         Nijazi Gadjiev (Azerbaijan Cultural Centre “Ajdan” in Estonia)
Also, some journalists have been invited as experts to take part in the Council’s work: Vladimir Barsegjan (Radio 4), Ella Agranovskaya (newspaper “Youth of Estonia”) and Nelly Abashina-Melts (magazine “Tallinn”).
Chairman of the Council is the Undersecretary of Cultural Diversity and International Relations – Mrs. Anne-Ly Reimaa; coordinator of the Council is Senior Specialist of the Department of Cultural Diversity – Mrs. Olga Burmakina; and member of the Council from Ministry of Culture is the Deputy Head of International Relations Department – Mr. Madis Järv.
